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This past semester, I was fortunate enough to participate in UCDC, partially due to the financial support I was given from the Center for Civility and Democratic Engagement. During my time in Washington, D.C., I interned at the Department of Education in the Office of Safe and Healthy Students. I was able to focus on topics and issues of interest to me, working on human trafficking, child exploitation, teen dating violence, bullying and cyber-bullying. My work led to my research on understanding the landscape of cyber-bullying. My experience at the Department of Education and my work on my research paper are the major reasons for my interest in continuing research on this subject in the future. My participation in the UCDC program has therefore allowed me to gain valuable skills and experience for future employment. It also has shown me the importance of working in a career that I am passionate about. Within the Department of Education, I was fortunate to work with so many individuals that were truly passionate about working in education and that passion was evident in their work and the work environment. 

Through my work at the Department of Education, I felt that I was playing an important role in promoting democratic engagement. Specifically, by working in the Office of Safe and Healthy Students, I was helping to improve the environment and level of safety within schools. This is important to increasing democratic engagement because if children feel safer and better in their environments, they are more likely to stay in school and receive a higher level of education. This is not only good for their personal futures and for communities but also leads to more informed and active citizens. People with higher levels of education are more likely to vote and more likely to be involved and informed about politics. It was comforting for me to know that through my work, I was able to foster democratic engagement while improving the lives of children and their communities. 
